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BDYFTORIAL 


“With a KissP” 


When our Lord announced to his disciples 
that one of them would betray Him, sorrow 
filled their hearts and each in turn said: “Lord, 
is wt 


Knowing as we do the one who did betray 
Him, we are prone to think of the other dis- 
ciples’ questioning as rhetorical; they knew in 


their hearts that they would not betray their 


Master and in this questioning were ‘merely 
bolstering their position with Him. 


But was such the case? Aware of our Lord’s 
deep perception, his keen insight into the 
minds and hearts of men, and sensing the rising 
tide of opposition on the part of the religious 
leaders, these men who had been with Christ 
for nearly three years were, with the exception 
of the impetuous Peter, no longer certain of 
their own ability to withstand the pressures 
that might arise. 


“Lord, is it I?” could well have been the 
anguished cry of men who loved the Lord but 
who were aware of their own weakness, and 
this weakness was only too apparent a few hours 
later when most of them forsook Him and fled. 


What about you and me? Do we deny Him 
today? 


‘There are a thousand ways in which weak 
Christians deny their Lord. When you eat in 
a public place and do not bow your head to 
say grace for fear of appearing peculiar you 
deny Him. 


When without protest you listen to filthy 
stories; when without protest you hear His 
name taken in vain; when you engage in prac- 
tices in which you cannot ask Him to share— 
in all of these ways you deny Him. 


When you accept man’s estimate of Christ 
and His written Word rather than the estimate 
of the Holy Spirit you have denied Him. It 
makes no matter how much we may protest our 


PAGE 2 


love for Him, when we accept any Christ other 
than of the Scriptures we are merely denying 
Him with a kiss. 


When we see men in need and fail to go 
to their aid we are denying our Lord. When, 
confronted by the sorrows of others, we fail 
to bring comfort, we have denied Him. When 
suffering, for which we can bring relief, is 
passed by on the other side, we have denied 
Christ. 


One does not honor Christ by attempting 
to parade one’s piety. But, when we fail to 
rise to the moral and ethical standards which 
are inherent in one’s Christian profession the 
kiss of Judas lurks in the shadows. 


The name “Judas,” and all that it brings to 
mind, causes a revulsion in which we all share. 
The question we need to ask ourselves is 
whether we too have not denied our Lord, 
either with the kiss of a professed faith we 
do not possess, or by failure to witness for 
Him in places and ways which would identify 
us with Him and bring honor to His name. 


Being a Christian is a full-time job and it 
involves, by God’s grace and help, facing the 
immediate issues of each day in such a way 
that we profess Christ as Saviour and Lord 
in everything we do. 


Otherwise—remember Judas. 
—L.N. B. 


The Hearts of the Fathers and 
of Their Children 


During this calendar year our hearts have 
been shocked by accounts of fathers beating 
and biting little children until they died, and 
of teenage children killing and burying their 
parents for slight provocation. The Old ‘Testa- 
inent closes with a solemn word on this very 
subject: 
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Behold I will send you Elijah the prophet 

before the great and terrible day of the 

Lord come. And he shall turn the heart 

of the fathers to the children and the heart 

of the children to their fathers; lest I come 
and smite the earth with a curse. 


In the light of the New Testament revela- 
tion of the new and living way of access opened 
to God by the mediation of His Son our Lord, 
and trusting in the merits of His atonement 
and His heavenly intercession, let us come to 
the throne of grace and plead for the outpour- 
ing of God’s Spirit upon our people that the 
hearts of parents and their children be drawn 
together in the bonds of mutual respect and 
family love in hommes of which Christ is the 


Head. 
—W.C.R. 


One Day To Go 


Suppose that you knew that 24 hours from 
now you would be dead. Possessed of your 
normal faculties and still able to get about, 
what would you do? 


Faced with eternity would we not make sure 
that all was well between us and our Maker? 
Would we not thank Him that we do not have 


to go into His presence trusting in anything 


we have ever done? Would we not thank 
Him for His Son and for His redemptive work? 


Faced with eternity are there not a number 
of things we would feel pressed to do? Ask 
the forgiveness of some one we may have of- 
fended? Make right some wrong of which we 
were guilty in a business deal? Speak a word 
of comfort and hope to some one less grounded 
in the Christian faith than we are? Go out 
of our way to write a letter, or speak a word, 
to people with whom we have been living and 
working for years but to whom we have never 
spoken a word about Christ. 


We jokingly say nothing is as sure as death 
and taxes. Why then, facing the inevitability 
of death do we do so little about it? Why 
is there such an air of fatalism, or procrastina- 
tion, or of numb unrealism? 


One reason, and it is but one of many, has 
been our concern and emphasis on the things 
of the world. It is right to stress the importance 
and relevance of Christian ethics to the con- 


temporary scene, but let us never fail to relate 
the Christian faith to personal salvation and 
eternal life. The significance of “should not 
perish, but have everlasting life’ may be lost 
because we lose sight of the eternal realities 
and set our affections on those things which 
are temporal, and which will perish. 


If you had but 24 hours to live what would 
vou do? 


Why not do it NOW? 
—L.N.B. 


Your Bible and You 


No book can even begin to compete with the 
Bible as to its impact upon mankind. Before 
it, all the other so-called sacred books pale 
into the dimmest insignificance. No volume 
has wrought such transformation among men 
and nations. Nothing but its Divine authority 
can explain its Divine effects upon the hearts 
and minds of multitudes. 


And yet while most professing Christians 
acknowledge the truth of these observations, 
yet many fail to recognize that the Bible must 


-be read, studied, proclaimed, received, assimi- 


lated, and translated into life, before it can 
bring its Spirit-given benefits to any heart. God 
speaks to us through His Word of truth. 


In the words of Phillips’ translation we read: 
“the holy Scriptures . . . can open the mind to 
the salvation which comes through believing 
in Christ Jesus.” (II Timothy 3:15). But this 
is only the beginning of the Bible’s purpose 
in the life of a believer. We continue to read 
from the same translation the following perti- 
nent words: “All Scripture is inspired by God 
and is useful for teaching the faith and correct- 
ing error, for re-setting the direction of man’s 


life and training him for good living.” ‘Then 


follows this clinching line: “The Scriptures are 
the comprehensive equipment of the man of 
God, and fit him for all branches of his work.” 


Timothy 3:17). 


Three great lacks among church people are 
pointed up in these three verses of Scripture 


(II Timothy 3:15,16,17). 


First, there exists among many an inadequate 
understanding of how to be saved. Many pro- 
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fessing Christians are not genuine Christians. 


They are not truly converted. They have never 
been born from above through the Word and 
by the Spirit. If Timothy 3:15 indicates that 
“the Holy Scriptures . . . can open the mind 
to the salvation which comes through believing 
in Christ Jesus.” The Written Word points us 
to the Living Word, the Lord Jesus Christ 
who died for our sins on the cross and rose for 
our justification. The Holy Spirit uses the 
Word to make us “wise unto salvation.” To 
any who are not clear as to their relationship 
to God, we would commend in particular the 
reading of the Gospel according to John. 


Secondly, there exists among many Christians 
an inadequate concept of God’s will for their 
lives. ‘This is remedied only by saturating one’s 
mind with the God-breathed Word of truth, 
which is not only useful for “Teaching the 
faith and correcting error,” but also for “re- 
setting the direction of a man’s life and train- 
ing him for good living.’”’ Peter, in his first 
epistle exhorts: “As new born babes in Christ, 
desire the sincere milk of the Word that ye 
may grow thereby, if so be ye have tasted that 
the Lord is gracious.” (I Peter 2:2,3) . 


You can’t really live the Christian life until 
you take time out each day to assimilate prayer- 
fully some of the Heavenly Manna. The Word 
is God’s chart and compass to reset the course 
of your life, to school you in the New Life. 


Thirdly, the reason so many Christians are 
inadequately equipped for productive Christian 
service, is that they are unlearned in the Scrip- 
tures. As we become informed in the Word, we 
are transformed from spiritual babes in Christ 
into mature servants of Christ—prepared to do 
His work in His way for His glory. The Scrip- 
tures are indeed “the comprehensive equipment 
of the man of God and fit him for all branches 
of his work.” (II Timothy 3:17). 


The daily, prayerful study of God’s Word 
and the faithful week-by-week exposure to the 
preaching of God’s Word can do more to make 
us mature, understanding, and fruitful servants 
of Christ than any other factor. 


For these important reasons may your Bible 
and you, under the tutelage of the Holy Spirit, 
become inseparable companions. 

—G.S. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C. 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 

OUR YOUTH. 
Second Semester Begins 


Chapter, Future Business LOUIS C. LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
Leaders of America Maxton North Carolina 
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The Holy Spirit 

Not long ago a young lady was talking to a 
preacher and told him that she had been pray- 
ing for the Holy Spirit. Many mature Chris. 
tians sometimes make that mistake but the 
truth is—it is not necessary to pray for some. 
thing which our. Lord has already given us. 
Every reborn Christian already has been given 
the Holy Spirit, for Jesus said, “I will pray 
the Father and He shall give you another Com. 
forter that he may abide with you forever; even 
the Spirit of Truth; whom the world cannot 
receive because it seeth him not, neither know- 
eth him; but ye know him, for he dwelleth with 
you and shall be in you.” 


The Holy Spirit however will not compete 
with the world for place in our lives. An apt 
illustration is this—Take a glass of water and 
pour part of the water out and air flows in 
and fills the emptied part. Then pour out the 
remainder of the water and the air fills the 
whole glass. No effort is required, the air 
flows in naturally — Our hearts; aren’t they 
the same way? We keep them full of the world 
and there is no room for the Holy Spirit, but 
if we will empty just one little corner, then 


the Holy Spirit, which has been waiting, im-— 


mediately comes in and occupies the vacated 
portion and if we then drive out the world 
completely, the Spirit will completely fill our 


hearts to overflowing. 


_ Our problem then is to empty ourselves; not 
our minds, but our hearts; for the Spirit will 
occupy only the heart. He can be satisfied 
with no less. 


The Comforter then is ours and the Chris- 


tian needs only to appropriate Him. 
—R.LeC. 


Estimating Ourselves 


“Not to think of himself more highly than 

he ought to think; but to think soberly, 

according as God hath dealt to every man 
the measure of fatth.” 


Someone has said that you can divide Chris- 
tians into three classes (and other people, too) : 
those who think too highly of themselves; those 
who think too meanly of themselves; and those 
who think soberly of themselves. There are 
always some who set too high a value on them- 
selves and their importance. These try to push 
themselves into places of power and authority 
where the eyes of men may be on them. They 


are proud and haughty and while they work, 


they spoil it all by this attitude. 


There are others who place too low a value 
on themselves and their ability. ‘They may not 
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have but one talent, but they hide it in the 
ground. This may be a kind of humility, but 
a false sort. Some of God’s greatest saints have 
described the condition of their hearts as so 
foul and unclean that you wonder if they have 
forgotten that God cleanses as well as forgives. 
None of us, to be sure, can claim any right- 
eousness of our own, but we do have the right- 
eousness of Christ both imputed and imparted. 
Then, they forget that we can do-all things 
through Christ, Who works in and through us. 
Humility is a wonderful grace, but we must 
remember that we can boast in the Lord and 
He can make us both clean and strong. 


There are those who, knowing their weak- 
ness, yet realize that God can thoroughly fur- 
nish unto every good work. He gives to each 
child a measure of faith and the ability to 
work for Him. In all humility, but thankfully, 


_ they take from God and use their gifts for His 


glory and in His service. We might take D. L. 
Moody as an example. In every church there 
are those who, while not thinking of themselves 
more highly than they ought, yet think soberly, 
and realize that God cleanses from sin and gives 
us the strength and ability we need. ‘These 
are the ones who can be counted on to “do 
the best they can,” and as I would rather say, 
“do the best that God enables them by His 
grace, to do.” 


May we be truly humble, for God cannot 
use false pride in His service, but let us praise 
Him for giving us our measure of faith and 
use what He gives us in His service and for 
His glory. I can think of many who are doing 


this. Are you and I of that number? 


“Be of Good Cheer” 


Despite all the things that go wrong in our 
lives, we have been told by Our Lord to be 
of good cheer. “Good cheer” appears four times 
in the Gospels, four times in Acts. A _ long, 
sad and forlorn face does not make a Christian. 
Sorrows in our lives, burdens on our hearts, 
we endure, but as there is a time for all things, 
there is a proper and appropriate time for 


cheerfulness. Jesus made the wine at the wed- 


ding feast for “good cheer.” Without a cheer- 
ful attitude we lose our perspective. 


Take Job, a perfect and righteous man be- 
fore he was tested. He suffered because God 
loves whom He chasteneth. But came a day 
when Job thought he could not stand it any 
longer. Often we feel that the breaks are 
against us without rhyme or reason. We fail 
to see beyond our hour of trials and tribulations. 
Job cursed his day. : 
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This was Job’s great mistake. His “friends” 
attacked him, criticizing, judging and condemn- 
ing. Their words restored Job’s reason and he 


-appealed to God: “I will say unto God, Do 


not condemn me; show me wherefore thou con- 
tendest with me.” Job declared his undying 
faith: “I know that my redeemer liveth.” God 
entered the debate and set Job right on a few 
matters that disturbed him. 


“Then Job answered the Lord and said, I 
know that thou canst do everything and that 
no thought can be withholden from thee... 
Wherefore I abhor myself and repent in dust 
and ashes.” 


“The Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My 
wrath is kindled against thee and against thy 
two friends.” The Lord was on Job’s side. Job 
was on the Lord’s side. If you are on the Lord’s 
side, you need not worry about who is against 
you. So the Lord gave Job, once a rich man, 
“twice as much as he had before.” Ahead of 
him lay 140 years — years of happiness. 


In our darkest hour, if we hold fast our 
integrity, we will enjoy times of contentment. 
So be of good cheer, as Jesus advised his dis- 
ciples, everything will turn out all right for 
those who love God. All the Eliphazes in the 
world cannot hurt you. Be of good cheer. 


—Ralph Brewer 


Redemption — A Price Paid 


Redemption points us to a price paid... 
and the contention that it means no more than 
deliverance will not stand examination. It 
points to the evil plight in which man finds 
himself as a result of his sin, in that he is in 
a state of slavery from which he cannot break 
free, and also that he is under the condemna- 
tion of God, for it was in connection with dis- 
asters like these that the ancient world made 
use of the redemption terminology. But no 
less is our attention drawn to the price paid, 
for price was of the very essence of redemp- 
tion, and was in point of fact that which dis- 
tinguishes it from other methods of deliverance. 
Even though the process might be used meta- 
phorically to describe God’s action in saving 
His people from Egypt, or from exile, yet 
even here there is the thought of cost; and 
so is it also in the New Testament. The salva- 
tion which Christ effects is not thought of as 
something brought about with effortless ease, 
but as something purchased only at the price 
of His blood. There seems not the slightest 
doubt that the New Testament writers thought 
of redemption as an objective thing, a process 
whereby Christ paid the price which brought 
them into salvation, and the idea that thi 
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means no more than that His example in- 
spired them to be better men seems hopelessly 
inadequate. Whatever redemption is, it is some- 
thing purchased by Christ; and in the first place 
it is outside of man, though the application of 
redemption to the individual, of course, calls 
for the exercise of faith, and hence to some- 
thing subjective. (Leon Morris, APOSTOLIC 
PREACHING OF THE CRoss, pp. 275-276.) 


Barnardsville, N. C. 
October 23, 1958 


Editor of Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


The first paragraphs of the proposed revision 
of chapter XXVI of the Confession of Faith are 
good. 


The sixth paragraph is: “The remarriage of 
divorced persons may be sanctioned by the Church 
in keeping with the redemptive Gospel of Christ, 
when sufficient penitence for sin and failure is 
evident, and a firm purpose of and endeavor after 
Christian marriage is manifested.”’ 


Twenty-two proof texts are given to support 
this paragraph. Not one talks about divorce, not 
one has a word to say about remarriage. Scrip- 
ture does not give a thread of support. 


The redemptive Gospel of Christ NEVER gives 
a person permission to sin. 


Jesus said, “‘Whosoever shall put away his wife, 
except it be for fornication and shall marry an- 
other, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth 
her which is put away doth commit adultery. 


Can anything be plainer? 


Jesus does forgive, but He always says, ‘“‘Go 
and sin no more.” 


Let all of us pray that our church will follow 
Christ and not the will of the world. 


The world will know that divorce does not mean 
much to the Church, if the Church marries any- 
one again, just because that person says, “I am 
sorry.’ 


Our job is to stand by the Word of God. 


Dan E. Carlton, pastor 
of Dillingham and Ivy Park 
Presbyterian Churches 


|... whose alumni are serving God and 
man in pulpits throughout the world... 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshal} Ww. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 
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Charlotte Crusade 


A Glorious Chapter in an Eternal Drama 


Those who were privileged to view the final 
meeting of the Charlotte Crusade (one hours 
time given free by four of the Carolinas’ largest 
TV stations, during which time they cancelled 
their network programs) saw a moving work of 
the Holy Spirit. Mr. Graham preached with 
unusual power and when the invitation was 
given the response was stirring to see. 


During the Crusade over 17,000 people made 
public decisions for Christ. Of these many 
were first-time decisions while others were 
Church members who for the first time came 
to grips with a personal faith in Christ. or 
who wanted to rededicate their lives to Christ. 


An early issue of the Journal will carry an 
article by one of Charlotte’s most prominent 
Presbyterian ministers, telling what the Cru- 
sade meant to one church. 


Below we are carrying excerpts from a letter 
written by one of Charlotte’s outstanding busi- 
ness men, a Presbyterian elder, to a few of his 
business friends in other cities: 


Charlotte, North Carolina 
October 21, 1958 


“‘Dear 


“Steve has suggested that I endeavor to give 
some resume and summing up of the local ‘Char- 
lotte Crusade’ of Billy Graham and his ‘Team.’ 
(Team as here used refers to those associated 
officially with Billy. ‘Staff’ as here used includes 
the Local Committee representing Charlotte and 
ep area locally and working with Billy and his 
‘Team. 


“In attempting this resume it must be kept 
in mind: 1. This is a Christian religious meeting 
—it has no other objective. 2. Graham has but 
one basis for his message, namely that the Bible 
is true — that the God, Christ and Holy Spirit 
revealed therein are both real and controlling the 
destiny of man, both here and hereafter. In other 
words, this background of belief is essential to. 
understand and evaluate the meeting. Hence this 
foreword clarifying these points. 


“‘The Message: The message is from some Bible 
text and the sermon is a Gospel message — simple 
and forcefully delivered, of about 45 to 55 min- 
utes in length. Pressure in the sermon every night 
is to ‘get right with God’ and according to His 
declared way that this can be done: Namely by 
accepting Jesus Christ as a personal Saviour. There 
is an absolute minimum (in my experience) of 
what you would classify as ‘sob-stuff,’ ‘tear jerk- 
ing’ and the like. He quotes the Bible again 
and again supporting statements made as he 
preaches. Over and over again ‘The Bible says’ — 
then quotes accurately a pertinent passage. He 
never in the remotest way takes credit for the 
results obtained. He states frankly and sincerely 
that he is not so stupid as to think that he could 
speak 30 to 50 minutes and 1,000 people get 
up out of their seats, all over that big building, 
and come forward publicly declaring their new 
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faith or reconsecrating their former but now ‘cold’ 
faith. Full credit is given to God. The humble- 
ness of the man is his greatest power. The meet- 
ing is for the glory of God and nothing else. George 
Ivey, president of J. B. Ivey Company, that does 
95 to 35 millions in six department stores is 
the Chairman of the Local Executive Committee. 
When chatting with George last week he said ‘that 
when Billy and his Team members are in private 
session or conference, any proposal made is dis- 
cussed from the angle — not will it put on a 
more showy and humanly approved meeting, but 
‘will the proposal being discussed give greater glory 
to God.’ I don’t believe the deep seated SIN- 
CERITY of Billy and his team members can be 
successfully challenged. I’ve known George Ivey 
for many years, and well, and when it comes to 


cold judgment — he’s got it — a grand chap 


but piercing in cold analysis. He is 100% sold on 
their sincerity. 


“The Service: Starts right on time. Wonderful 
special and mass singing — the normal invoca- 
tions and prayers in such a service (two, some- 
times 3 in all and none very long). Sometimes 
introduction of some special guest on the platform 
— Jerome Hines, Metropolitan base singer gave 
a marvelous testimonial one night and can that 
guy sing!! His testimony couldn’t have been sim- 
pler or more direct. Also, he was here at his 
expense. Always a word from George Ivey for the 
Local Committee — usually two or more grand 
solos by Rev. Shea, I mean that guy can really 
sing gospel music — the old hymns often that 
you guys were raised on!! Cliff Barrows ‘M. Cs.’ 
the platform, leads and announces all music and 
speakers for the first half hour. He then turns 
the meeting over to Billy. Billy preaches 40 to 
50 minutes usually and then offers a clear con- 
cise invitation — no ‘sob stuff’ here either. 


“You can imagine a building that seats 12,500 
— it ain’t small!! and the back seats and the top 
seats on the side are a long way from the platform. 
His invitation is to ‘get out of your seats and 
come down and stand quietly before the platform. 
Long way for you to come away up there or 
away back there? Yes! but also Christ carried a 
cross for a long way to Calvary for you! If you 
mean it — you can certainly come that far to 
declare your gratitude to Him and to publicly de- 
clare your decision to friends and others here.’ 
That’s about the language used, sometimes almost 
‘blunt’ and never ‘cheap.’ Now get this, ‘youse 
guys’ — I’ve ‘been around’ a reasonable bit in 
these 68 years but I can recall only one thing 
that is more inspiring and from which one gets 
a greater thrill — every night you see it, it hits 
you again! Billy gives his invitation, steps back 
and folds his arms—often bows his head a little 
— the choir sings an appropriate hymn, and peo- 
ple begin to get up ALL OVER THAT BIG 
AUDIENCE — by ones, twos, groups, families 
— old, young, middle age; very few are crying 
— none sobbing that I have seen — ALL are 
deadly serious. By tens, by scores, by hundreds 
they get up and come!! From time to time Billy 
may supplement his invitation — he will not be 
hurried as long as people are coming. If ‘on the 
air,’ he offers the same invitation to all ‘looking 
in.’ ‘Bow your head, right there in your living 
room — say to yourself, Lord, I accept Jesus 
Christ as my personal Saviour — go to Church 
tomorrow and tell your | ago what you have 
done. I’ll appreciate it if you will send me a 
note or a card — Billy Graham, Charlotte, N. C. 
You may be watching this broadcast in a bar 
somewhere — bow your head right there — wher- 
ever you are I hope you will’ — just about that 
language. In 8 to 12 minutes from 500 to over 
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1,000 will be gathered before the platform. Billy 
makes a few remarks to the group and then asks 
all to go with the Counselors back into the Coun- 
seling room where further help to them and names 
and addresses are gotten for ‘follow-up’ and help 
to get each into the Church of his or her choice, 
and started in an active Christian life. I am tre- 
mendously impressed with each member of the 
Team, that I have met. Each, without exception, 
does his assigned chore with complete thorough- 
ness and in complete harmony and cooperation 
with every other Team member, and each with 
self effacing consecration to the task that sur- 
passes anything I have ever seen! Truly a re- 
markable ‘Team’ doing a remarkable job. That, 
Gentlemen, about tells the story. Steve asked what 
data is there as to how these new converts ‘stick.’ 
Incidentally a good percentage of those coming 
forward are declaring a desire to re-dedicate 
themselves and start over from the cold and in- | 
different Christian life they have drifted into. But 
back to Steve’s question — How do they ‘stick’? 
I asked George Ivey to get me the best data he 
could on this point. I quote from his note in 
reply: ‘Of the 33 graduates from the Anglican 
Theological schools in England last year, 23 were 
converted in Billy’s Crusade there. In a news 
story from the Herald Tribune in New York, it 
was stated that 95% of those who accepted Christ 
in the N. Y. Crusade were still active Christians.’ 
(Billy Graham’s remark on this was ‘I think the 
Herald Tribune is too high.’) 


“Many theological students in the U. S. decided 
to enter the ministry following a Billy Graham 
Crusade. Billy Graham quoted Billy Sunday when 
some scoffer said his converts didn’t last: ‘Neither 
does a bath last, but it helps.’ (Such a comeback 
sounds exactly like old Billy S., as I knew him!) 


‘“‘When Billy Graham went back for a two day 
session in London some two years after his meet- 
ing there, several thousands of his former con- 
verts came to offer their services in any way 
that they could help. Steve, that’s about all I 
know that I think is worthy of quoting. To the 
above I would personally add two remarks. These 
folks that come forward here are dead in earnest. 
This I know because I have watched carefully and 
personally dealt with quite a few in the Counsel- 
ing Room. With all I have seen it has been very 
real. To get up and come forward before 12 to 
15,000 people isn’t, in itself, an easy thing to do 
— or a thing one would do unless really ‘moved’! 
My second comment is a sincere inquiry — just 
how good do those Church members who come 
before our Session, your vestry, Strath’s Deacons 
—the ‘normal incoming church members’ — how 
well do they ‘stick’? No sarcasm here — none 
whatever, just an honest serious inquiry for true 
comparison. Don’t know ’bout your Episcopalian 
and Strath’s Methodist but must frankly admit our 
Presbyterian rank and file of new members don’t 
pan out too ‘all fired’ well, I fear. The ‘normal 
comers’ and the ‘Crusade comers’ are all pretty 
‘human’ — and as Billy G. states over and over, 
‘the Christian life isn’t easy — don’t think it will 
be — nor was it easy to carry a cross to Calvary!’ 
Maybe they don’t all stick, and of course they all 
don’t; however, undoubtedly many, many DO stick 
and are truly and gloriously saved — for those 
that don’t, maybe Billy Sunday’s comment is not 
so bad — ‘Neither does a bath last, but it helps’!! 


“Tf Billy Graham ever comes to your City, by 
all means attend and then let us have your com- 
ments, we’ll all be interested!! 


now, ‘mein Amigos,’ I 


Adieu 
—T.G. 
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On Guard Christians!!! 


Great Rewards Are At Stake! 


By Walter W. Strong 


Why are so many of our Christian people 
doing so little to reach the unsaved? Something 
must be very wrong with their thinking, for 
did not Jesus, just before His ascension, give 
to all who are His the command, ‘Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature’? And, previously, did He not say, 
“If ye love me, keep my commandments’? 


That the great majority of those who pro- 
fess to be followers of Christ are strangely in- 
different to the fate of the unsaved all about 
them is all too evident. They believe that only 
those who are saved before death may enjoy 
the bliss of heaven, and that all of the myriad 
others will have to go forever into a fiery hell, 
from which there can be no escape. Yet so 
few appear to be doing anything to save the 
lost from so horrible a fate! 


Would it not seem imperative for those 
whose belief in a hell is genuine to give every 
ounce of their strength during every possible 
hour of their lives to getting God’s saving gos- 
pel to those who so need it? But how many 
do you know who are doing this? 


If any Christian suddenly, in the dead of 
night, were to become aware of the fact that a 
developing fire was endangering the lives of 
sleeping Christian neighbors in a nearby apart- 


ment house, what would they do? Would they 


not rush out, even in night robes, without the 
loss of a moment, and arouse and warn these 
neighbors lest they perish in the flames? And 
would they not keep at it until all were safe? 
Yet they hardly would count the death of the 
saved in a burning building so great a tragedy 
as the death of the unsaved from any cause, 


followed by endless suffering in hell fire. Why 


then do Christians so fail in their duty to give 
out the gospel to the unsaved? 


Some may attempt to explain this by saying 
that most Christians are naturally hesitant about 
speaking to others concerning their need of 
Christ lest they give offense, or that they are 
not fitted for this kind of service. But is that 
the true explanation of their failure? They 
have no difficulty to tell others about a _ bar- 
gain in real estate, or a good buy at the store, 
or why they should be for a certain political 
measure or candidate. No—that hardly would 
seem to explain it. Perhaps the reason is that 
they have not been sufficiently impressed, 
through either careful Bible study, or the proper 
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teaching, with the facts as to what they will 


_ lose if they fail to do as Christ commanded. 


God has so made us that we react with en- 
thusiasm to the spur of an opportunity to ob. 
tain something desirable to possess. And doubt- 
less there is not a Christian who does not want 
to have in the next life the best obtainable of 
things and position, and who would earnestly 


work for them if he realized the urgent need 


to do so for his own sake. Will it not be sad 
indeed for those who fall short of having what 
might have been earned by them because of 
their not having been properly taught or re. 
minded in time? 


What about the Christian leaders who are fail- 
ing to make the right approach to the abilities 
and desires of those who look to them for in- 
struction and guidance concerning what to do 
and how to do it in God’s service, and are not 
appealing to the motive which God, in His 
wisdom, repeatedly has stressed, the motive of 
self-interest? 


In God’s Word, the most natural and logical 
inducement is held out to move people to action 
—the promise of rewards. Since it is quite evi- 
dent that the belief in endless torment for all 
who die unsaved has not moved most Christians 
to ardent activity in obeying Christ and giving 
out the gospel, does it not seem urgently in 
order to try the kind of persuasion that God 
has used. | 


God says tous in Daniel 12:3, “They that 
be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament; and they that turn many to right- 
eousness as the stars forever and ever.’ And 
in II Corinthians 5:10, God’s Word declares, 
“We all must appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, that every man may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad,” and “Every 
man’s work shall be made manifest ... and 
the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort 
it is. If any man’s work abide ... , he shall 
receive a reward.” (I Cor. 3:13,14) Plainly, 
here and elsewhere, God seeks to spur His 
own to vigorous activity in His service by the 
offer of rewards. And who can believe that 
God’s rewards will not be even more satisfying 
than now can be imagined when we remember 


_ that “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 


have entered into the heart of man the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love 
Him”? (I Cor. 2:9) | | 
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That our glorious Lord has the right to ex- 
pect obedience of each of us, who will question? 
Surely, none who know the Word will venture 
to say, as the justification for their doing little 
for God, that Christ has asked of them more 
than He knows they are able to perform. — 


It having been proved over the centuries that 
“anxiety for souls,” ‘concern for the unsaved,” 
and “devotion to God” have not moved more 
than a pitifully small percentage of Christians to 
effective activity for the unsaved, it would 
seem clear that the way to get most Christians 
to work is to appeal to their desire for per- 
sonal gain—their natural and proper desire 


to benefit by earning from Christ His promised 


rewards. Therefore, it now is submitted that 
the best way—the scriptural way—to stir Chris- 
tians to vigorous activity for the unsaved is 
to help them understand that only by their 
willingly and earnestly doing all that they can, 
with both their time and money, in helping 


to carry the gospel to every creature, may they 
become qualified for the best rewards which 
God stands ready to give them. 


Not only will our other rewards from Christ 


be in keeping with the degree of our obedience 


and service, but our very position in Christ’s 
coming, glorious kingdom will depend thereon, 


‘ and how well we persevere in being “over- 


comers.” (Rev. 3:21) And how glad we shall 
be if from now on we leave nothing undone 
in the performance of our duty to the unsaved! 

How we shall rejoice when we stand before 
Christ if we shall have been steadfastly at work 
for God, and on guard for ourselves, and are 
able to say with Paul, “I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 


the faith,” and thereby qualify for our Lord’s 


approving words, “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant; thou has been faithful over 
a few things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord”! 


Keep The Faith 


We are thankful that there are still areas of 
our land in which the Christian tradition in public 
education still persists. From the beginning of the 
American public school until recent years it has 
been taken for granted that ours is a “nation under 
God” and that our future citizens must be taught 
a respect for God and His Word as a basic prin- 
ciple of the American way of life 


Today we find a strange new development in 
public education which threatens to destroy the last 
vestiges of respect for God, for the Bible and for 
the Church in our body politic. It is based on the 
hatred of minority groups for Christianity and 
predicated on the assumption that in a _plural- 
istic society the majority has no right to make 
laws which are distasteful to minorities. ‘The 


minority groups are bringing ever increasing pres-- 


sures on our legislatures not only to eliminate the 
Bible from the public schools but all favorable 
reference to Christ and the Church. 


In a recent report of the U. S. Census Bureau, 
based on a sample survey made in March 1957, it 
was stated that 109,700,000 Americans age four- 
teen or older class themselves as Protestants and 


_ 30,700,000 as Roman Catholics. Ninety-six per 


cent of our citizens said they pfofessed religion, 
three per cent said they had none and one per 
cent gave no report. 


It is also a matter of record that the majority 
of our Senators and Representatives in the current 
Congress are Christian men and women. From the 
President on down through members of his Cabinet 
and other officials of the present Administration, 
the majority of its personnel is Christian. There 
is scarcely a department or commission of our 
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Government of which the same could not be said. 
Our representatives to foreign lands and in the 
United Nations are mostly of the Christian faith. 


With the vast majority of Americans on record, 
in some way or other, as Christians, yet our leaders 
in state and nation hesitate to preserve our two- 


hundred year Christian heritage. Have the vocal 


minorities in American life so intimidated us that 
we do not dare exercise our historic democratic 
right of a simple majority expression of our faith? 


Parenthetically: The question is often asked why 
our Christian forefathers did not clearly indicate 
the Christian character of our government in the 
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. 


These worthy men are all dead and we cannot ask 
them. All answers to the question must be con- 
jectural. Might it not be (1) that they assumed 
the universal recognition of that Christian char- 
acter and (2) that they were not under pressure 
by well-organized minorities who sought to mini- 
mize or discount the Christian faith? 


Every minority in American life has received 
from a predominantly Christian citizenry every 
right, privilege and freedom that they enjoy in 
the United States of America. This Christian 
majority has never sought and will never seek a 
union of church and state, the creation of any 
“establishment of religion,” or any repression of 
minorities; in fact, a Christian majority has written 
into the fundamental law of our land strong safe- 
guards which make any such development impossible. 


Our minorities need to know the facts about 
their Christian heritage: 
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The founders of the Plymouth Colony in Mas- 
sachusetts in 1620 were all Christian men and 
women who came to America that they might 
“worship God according to the dictates of their 
conscience.” Before they landed their leaders met 
in the cabin of the Mayflower and wrote a thrill- 
ing Christian “Compact” the opening line of which 
reads, “In the name of God, Amen.” 


The founders of Virginia some 350 years ago 
covenanted together in these words: “We whose 
names are underwritten have undertaken for the 
glory of God to establish in Virginia the first 
colony for the advancement of the Christian faith.” 


The New England Federation Compact of 1630 
states, ‘“We have come into these parts of America 
with one and the same end, namely, to advance 


the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Every Roman Catholic colony first planted the 
cross of Jesus Christ, engaged in services of wor- 
ship in Christ’s name and covenanted to maintain 
and extend their faith. 


George Washington’s public addresses and his 
private papers are filled with references to his 
Christian faith. 


Abraham Lincoln likewise repeatedly attributed 
America’s moral and spiritual strength to the 
Christian religion and on one occasion said, “I 
know that libertv is right because Christ teaches 
it and Christ is God.” 


Why is it, in the light of these facts, and many 
more which might be adduced, that we Christian 
Americans in government permit minorities to 
silence our Christian testimony ? 


Our public schools which for a hundred years 
have permitted the reading of the Holy Scriptures, 
the offering of prayers and the encouragement of 
church and Sunday School attendance are now 
avoiding these traditional practices in many places. 
As a result 27,000,000 youths and children in 
America are growing up as moral morons and 
spiritual illiterates with alarming results. 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation continues 
to report increases in crime with the percentages 
of increase largest in the age brackets of our rising 
generation. Is this a result of our failure to recog- 
nize, preserve and perpetuate our national Christian 
heritage? 


These minorities who are smothering our Chris- 
tian testimony and making mice out of Christian 
men should be courageously told that all the 
freedoms which they enjoy in America are theirs 
because the Christian religion, with its funda- 
mental and inherent concepts of liberty and free- 
dom, has made them possible. They should be 
willing out of gratitude to admit this fully attested 
fact and welcome every effort that is made to 
preserve and perpetuate that system of thought and 
that way of life as essential to their future welfare. 
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We readily acknowledge that there have been 
important minority factors which have made a 
large contribution to the welfare of our body 
politic. We are grateful to them for their part 
in the advances that have been made in education, 
science, the fine arts, business, industry, labor, 
agriculture, government and every phase of our 
social order. We look forward to greater attain- 
ments in which we all may share with equal op- 
portunity and freedom of expression. 


But let us be realistic. Let us face the facts. 
Without the predominantly Christian philosophy 
of life which has impregnated the so-called ‘‘Ameri- 
can way of life’ there would be no America as we 
know it today, | 


Shall we by our inaction continue to encourage 

a rule by minorities in America rather than by a 

rule by majority as provided in the traditional law 
of the land? 

—United Evangelical Action 
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The Lure of Ritual 


By Willis ‘Thompson 


A letter from our Presbyterian Book store 
informs us that they carry a full line of “altar” 
equipment. With the “altar” there goes a se- 
ductive call for formalism of various degrees. 
The direction and power of that trend is best 
seen in ritualized worship, where its vagaries 
are not restrained by authentic Christian judg- 
ment. Gladstone wrote to his wife (Eccles. Let- 
ters; V.II; p. 200) after a visit to the cadthedral 
at Callais: “When I see the amazing accumula- 
tion of gestures and evolutions, almost dancing 
masterlike, of their priests celebrating the serv- 
ice, it never fails to prompt a Puritanical re- 
action in my mind.” 


When Christian unction fails, the easy re- 
course to pad out a service is a set of cere- 
monies with a sheaf of liturgies. When the 
preacher distrusts the Word of God and the 
Holy Spirit’s aid, he seeks formalities to justify 
his leadership. ‘The moribund touch of an altar- 
service is seen in the manner in which the 
liturgies are rattled off in ritualized churches. 
The altar was specifically excised from Christian 
worship in the New. Testament. (Hebrews 8:3 
& 13; all of Ch. 9:14 & 18) If no sacrifice, then 
no altar. It is hostile to valid Christian wor- 
ship and understanding. This is the Presby- 
terlan view. 


Apostolic worship had none of these devital- 


ized formalities; nor did they intrude in wor- 


ship until centuries of decadence set in. While 


Christianity was vital, worship was free and — 


soundly spiritual. That accounts for the amaz- 
ing victories it showed in a hostile world. Justyn 
Martyr, writing in the second century, named 
the parts of worship that churches used. He 
specified the reading of the Bible, prayer, the 
Lord’s Supper, the offerings and stated that 
the minister “offered prayers according to his 
ability.” 


Two hundred years later, while worship. was 
still distinctively Christian, pagan infiltration 
was barred from it; formalities were alien to 
it in contrast to the practice of pagans. Ter- 
tullian writes in his notation of this fact, “We 
pray without a monitor, because we pray from 
the heart.” Ritualism is out, if we have the 
New Testament for our guide. Decline of 
integrity in those who profess Christian faith 
has an indicator in the rise of formalism with 
its rites, altar trappings and ready made 
liturgies. | 

This decline of integrity in worship when 
it falls back on formalism is noted by his- 
torians even in the ill founded worship of 
heathenism. Lord writes (Beacon Lights of 
History; V. I., p. 138); “As faith in the gods 
declined ceremonies and pomps were multiplied 
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and the ice of ritualism accumulated on the 
banks of piety. The consequent hypocrisy .. . 


spread the blight among high and low, espe- 


cially among those who were high.” Ritual is 
the atrophy of integrity in religious life. Miller 
in his “Handbook of Ancient History” (p.84) 


dates the cessation of creative civilization in 


Egypt about 1400 B. C., with the evaporation 
of devout worship; “Religion now consisted 
. . In innumerable external usages.” 
The prophets of Israel spoke harshly of the 
lure of ceremonials, for they had a semblance 
of validity in the worship of the sanctuary. 


Asaiah berates the practices by participants who 


“trampled” the courts of God like animals, in 
his opening chapter. Amos (5:21) writes for 


God, “I hate, I despise your feast days, and 


I will not smell in your solemn assemblies” 


with scathing declarations of contempt for the 


recourse to rituals that marked the worship of 
devotees. 


The prophet specifies the personal defections 
of godliness that go easily with this type of 
worship. We may come nearer to our times 
with illustrations of this association of ritual- 
ized worship with rampant vices. Boswell, the 
biographer of Dr. Samuel Johnson, kept a diary 
which has been published recently. In it he 
tells of abandoning what he calls “the stiff 
worship” of his Presbyterian family for the 
ritualized way of the Episcopal church. He 
writes (p.54) “I am therefore given to the most 
brilliant and showy method of worship.” He - 
writes (p.101) on his self credited “piety” along 
with his steps in the seduction of one of his 
many assignations; and he traces his departure 
from the days when he was “scrupulously 
moral” (p.231) to his current practices. Else- 


where he tells when, after the entrancing formal- 


ities of his chosen church, he hastened to as- 
signations he had arranged elsewhere. 


Ritual, like dope, calls for added doses of 
its esthetic spinal ticklings as time goes on and 
one imaginative functionary after another seeks 
to surpass the rest with fanciful additions. Thus 
it progressively devitalizes and blinds the wor- 
shipper to evils that easily beset us. There are 
exceptions to any rule; but the normal course 
of pomposity in formalized worship permits the 
surging lusts that Amos names to take over, 


: unchallenged by the plain and obvious direc- 


tions of revealed worship. The movement shows 
in the average practices of populations that 
have known only ritualized worship. Decadence 
is the rule. 

If an antiquarian comes up with the fact that 


liturgies were at one time used by Presbyterian 


churches, we may add that our forebears had 
the perspicacity to see the anti-Christian effects 
of them and discarded them, trusting a healthy, 
prophetic ministry for integrity in Christian 
worship and life. 
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 13 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Arouses Opposition 


Background Scripture: Mark 2:1-3:6 


Devotional Reading: I Peter 


Opposition: there is always opposition, whenever any good thing is proposed or done. We would 
naturally expect opposition from bad people — the ones considered bad in the eyes of the world. It 
was not the publicans and sinners, however, who opposed Jesus, but the so-called “good” people 
of His day — the scribes and Pharisees and chief priests — the religious leaders of the Jews, the 
very men who should have helped and encouraged Him in His ministry of preaching, teaching 


and healing. Pilate saw into the reason for 
this opposition, “For he knew that the chief 
priests had delivered him for envy” (Mark 
15:10). Envy has an awfully black record in 
the Bible and in history. Jesus was becoming 
very popular at this time because of His many 
wonderful miracles of healing and the common 
people heard Him gladly. 


I believe we have an illustration in a minor 
way in the case of Dr. Billy Graham today. 
He has met violent opposition from some re- 
ligious leaders who ought to rejoice at the 
wonderful work he is doing. Who can see on 
television the tremendous results of his preach- 
ing the simple Gospel message and not be glad 
as they see hundreds of men and women accept 
Christ? Perhaps envy is at the bottom of some 
of this opposition. There is another illustra- 
tion taken from a different sphere, the field 
of international affairs. While I write these 
notes the Vice-president of the United States, 
who is on a “Good-will” tour of South America, 
is meeting violent oppositicn. He is being stoned 
and spit upon by angry mols. We feel that 
this movement, at least partly, is inspired by 
Communist agents, as it is in many parts of 
the world. We can be sure that back of all 
efforts in the preaching of the Gospel, there 
is the devil-incited opposition. Satan is very 
shrewd and cunning; we know the “wiles of 
the devil,” and nothing suits him better than 
to use church leaders to persecute Christians. 
He has plenty of wicked men to help him. 


The best illustration of this sort of opposi- 
tion since the time of Christ and His apostles 
is in the days of the Protestant Reformation. 
The church had become so corrupt that it was 
almost, if not altogether, an apostate church 
and various men were raised up of God to 
try to reform the church, men like Huss, and 
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_ Luther and Calvin and John Knox. Instead 


of joining with these men and helping them 
revive and reform the church, the Popes and 
other church officials used every means in their 
power to put an end to this movement to 
bring the church back to the simple Gospel 
of salvation by grace through faith. Let me 
quote a few sentences from the “Bible Hand- 
book” by Halley (a most valuable book) 
“Rome’s answer to the Lutheran Secession: the 
Inquisition under the leadership of the Jesuits. 
In France they were responsible for St. Bar- 
tholomew’s Massacre, Religious wars, Persecu- 
tion of the Hugenots. . . In Spain, Netherlands, 
South Germany, Sakemia. Austria, Poland and 
other countries they led in the massacre of 
untold multitudes.” It was during this time 
that America got some of its best settlers, the 
Pilgrims and Huguenots, and others. France 
and Spain lost many of their best people. It 
is hard for us to imagine the bitterness and 
fierceness of this opposition to a movement of 
reform whose object was to purify the church, 
but the opposition to Jesus Himself developed 
into the determination of the religious leaders: 
to crucify Him, their Messiah. We will study 
about the beginning of this opposition in to- 
day’s lesson. It began in a series of questions. 


I. “Who can Forgive Sins but God Only?” 
Mark 2:1-12. 


In these verses we have the account of the 
healing of the man sick of the palsy. There 
are several unique features to this incident. 
The first is that this man was brought on his 
bed to Jesus by his four friends. They had 
faith to bring him. Ought not there be at least 
four Christian friends of every unsaved person 
who would try to bring that person to Christ? 
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If we have friends who need the healing touch 
of the Great Physician we should never rest 
contented until we bring that friend to Him. 
Then, these friends were not easily discouraged. 
When the doorway was blocked by the crowd 
they went up on the roof and let his bed down 
in front of Jesus. We must persevere in our 


personal work and overcome difficulties; not 


stop too soon. Jesus honored “their” faith. 


The first thing that Jesus said, and the thing 
which started the questioning was, Son, thy 
sins be forgiven thee. The man had_ been 
brought to be healed of palsy, but Jesus spoke 
to him about a far more important matter, 
the healing of his soul. There were certain of 
the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their 
hearts, Why doth this man speak blasphemies? 
Who can forgive sins but God only? Now, if 
Jesus was just a man, this was a natural re- 
action, but the whole test rests on this, by 
His miracles Jesus was clearly proving Himself 
more than man. These scribes ought to have 
accepted the evidence. Their unbelief was their 
great sin. So, Jesus proves Himself again to be 


the Son of God. He healed the man’s body to ~ 


show that He had the right to forgive his 
sins. He could say, thy sins are forgiven, and 


nobody could see whether they were or not, but | 


if He said, Arise, and take up thy bed and 
walk, everybody could see whether he did or 
not. So He spoke to the man and he imme- 
diately took up his bed and went forth before 
them all. This was conclusive evidence that 
He was God, for nobody but God can forgive 


sins. Why were they so blind and hardened 


in unbelief that they could not see and believe? 
They had seen right before them a proof of 
His Deity and His right to heal both soul 
and body. Instead of accepting Him, however, 
they continued their opposition, their ques- 
tions, and their criticism, and grew more hard- 


ened in their stubborn unbelief. 


II. “How is it That He Eateth and Drinketh 
with Publicans and Sinners?” 2:13-17. 


He calls Levi (Matthew) who was a publi- 


can, to be one of his disciples. Matthew made 


a feast for him and many publicans and sinners 
sat with Jesus and His disciples. And when 
the scribes saw Him eat with these people they 
ask ‘‘How is it that He eateth and drinketh 
with publicans and sinners?” The scribes and 
Pharisees despised these two classes. He answers 
by saying, they that are whole have no need 
of the physician, but they that are sick: I came 


not to call the righteous but sinners to re- 


pentance. In Luke 15 He answers the same 
criticism by telling the three beautiful parables 
of the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, and the Lost 
Boy (Prodigal Son). As is usual with unbelief 


they refused His explanations and continued to 


criticize. 
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Ee Why Do the Disciples of John and of the 


Pharisees Fast, but Thy Disciples Fast Not?” 
2:18-22. 


This seems a minor point, but they were 
trying to find every excuse to criticize. Jesus 
answered that it was not the time for them to 
fast. He was with them. The days would come 
when He would be taken away. It would be 
time for them to fast when this time came. 


IV. “Why Do They on the Sabbath Day That 
Which is Not Lawful?” 2:23-3:6. 


The disciples, as they went through the grain 
were plucking some of the heads and eating 
the grain. The Pharisees, who were very strict 


in their interpretation of the Sabbath law, 


would consider this to be threshing grain. He 
answers by referring them to what David did 
when he was hungry and then proclaims two 


great principles: (1) The Sabbath was made 


for man, and not man for the Sabbath, and 
(2) Therefore the Son of Man is Lord also of 
the Sabbath. Let us look at these. The Sabbath 
was made for man, not to be a burden, but a 
blessing. The Pharisees had made it a burden. 
The Sabbath was made for a day of rest, a day 
of worship, a day of doing works of necessity 
and of mercy. If we used it for these purposes 
it would be one of the greatest means of re- 
fitting men for the work of the week to fol- 


low. Not many people today are in danger 


of keeping the Sabbath too strictly. The danger 
is in the other direction. We are desecrating 
the Lord’s Day by making it a holiday rather 
than a Holy Day. It is a Holy Day and since 
the resurrection of our Lord on the first day 
of the week, and the changing by the Early 
Church from the Seventh to the First Day, it 


is especially holy for it is the Lord’s Day: “I 


was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day,” says John. 
(Rev. 1:10). 


(2). The Son of Man is Lord also of the 
Sabbath. Walking through these fields of grain 
was One far greater than the Sabbath. If He 
allowed His disciples to pluck the grain, then it 
was no sin for them to do it. 


He entered the synagogue and there was a 
man there with a withered hand and they 


watched Him whether He would heal him on 


the Sabbath. This time He asks the questions: 
Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath day, 
or to do evil? to save life, or to kill? As He 
looked at them and read their wicked hearts 
He was angry with righteous indignation and 
grieved for the hardness of their hearts. As 
for them, they took counsel to destroy Him. 


Recemmend The Journal To Friends 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 23 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Take A Look At The Budget 


Scripture: Luke 14:25-33 


Suggested Hymns: 
“When I Survey The Wondrous Cross” 
I Gave My Life For Thee” 
“Master, No Offering Costly Or Sweet’’ 


Suggestions to Program Leader: 


(This is the third and final program in this 
series on stewardship. The purpose of this pro- 
gram is to bring your group to a better under- 
standing of the budget of your local church. 
One way of accomplishing this goal will be 
to invite an official of your church to explain 
the budget in a talk to the young people. As 
possibilities to give such a talk we suggest the 
church treasurer, one of the deacons, or a mem- 
ber of the stewardship committee. If you do 
not choose to use a guest speaker, be sure to 
select young people who will be conscientious 
in seeking out the necessary information as 
indicated below.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The use of a budget is very helpful to those 
who are interested in supporting the Lord’s 
work in a business-like way. It is the most 
efficient way of conducting the financial affairs 
of the church. There was a time when most 
contributions were made by way of special of- 
ferings. An offering was received for the sup- 
port of the minister, and whatever he received 
he lived on, whether it was little or much. 
More often than not it was little. If there 
was a need for repairs or new buildings, another 
offering was received. If the people became 
especially interested in some particular mission- 
ary endeavor or some benevolent project, they 
received a special offering for its support. There 
is still a place for special offerings in the stew- 
ardship program of the church, but we are near- 
ly all convinced that not all of the Lord’s work 
can be adequately supported by this method. 
There are many worthy causes. It would be 
impossible for each one of them to be properly 
presented to every congregation. Even if it were 
possible for every need to be presented to every 
church, the people would tire of so many re- 
quests and would be confused by competing 
claims. Some causes would possibly receive 
more money than was needed, but many others 
would be left practically unsupported. 
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When the budget is used, each agency of the 
church makes known its financial needs. A 
trained committee sits down with all the re- 
quests and prepares a budget—a plan of finan- 
cial operations—which takes into account all 
of the needs of all the agencies of the church. 
The various churches are asked to give their 
support to the total program of the church, 
and the gifts are divided among the causes 
according to the agreement reached in the bud- 
get. Surely all of us can see the advantages of 
this plan of procedure. 


If there is a disadvantage to the budget sys- 
tem of church finance, it is that it can be rather 
impersonal. Many people give toward the meet- 
ing of the budget without having a very clear 
idea of what their gifts accomplish. One wealthy 
young church member was amazed when he 
discovered how many ways his church was seek- 
ing to serve Christ and preach the Gospel 
through its budget. When he did gain this 
new insight he increased his annual gifts about 
fivefold. In this program we are seeking to 
discover how the budget in our own church 
is made and how our gifts are used. 


First Speaker: 


(It will be necessary for you to gather your 
own information for this talk. We shall sug- 
gest some of the items of information you will 
want to give and some likely sources. You are 
to present the benevolent phase of the church 
budget. When we speak of benevolences we 
have reference to what your church is doing to 
serve Christ outside of your own congregation. 
Your minister or one of the officers of the 
church could supply this information. If your 
church has a treasurer of benevolences, he will 
be ideal. Find out how much of the budget 
is used for World Missions, how many coun- 
tries are served and what services are provided. 
Find out what your church does through its 
budget for the work of Church Extension at 
the Assembly, Synod, and Presbytery levels. Ex- 
plain the divisions and departments of Church 
Extension and what they accomplish. Find out 
the percentage of the budget that is used for 
Christian Education at the different levels. 
Describe the services provided to the church by 
the Board of Christian Education and the cor- 
responding committees in synods and presby- 
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teries. Explain the program of Annuities and 
Relief. Find out about other agencies and in- 
stitutions supported through the budget of the 
church. Most churches have local benevolent 
projects. Be Sure to ask about these and men- 
tion them. Perhaps the clearest way to present 
this information would be by means of a chart. 
If you do a thorough piece of work, you are 
likely to amaze yourself and your young people 


at the wide scope of your church’s service © 


through its budget.) 


Second Speaker: 


(We are asking you to secure your own 
information for this talk. You will describe 
for the young people what your church is seek- 
ing to do for its own members. We usually 
refer to the money spent for this program as 


current expenses. Your minister or the church | 


treasurer can tell you the things you will need 
to know. What people are employed by the 
church, and what services do they render? Tell 
what is set aside for upkeep of the property and 
for providing new buildings. Find out about 
the provision of materials and equipment. If 
you give a clear picture of this part of the 
financial program, the young people will have 
a better understanding of their church and 
what it does for them.) 


Program Leader: 

God was business-like in providing for our 
salvation. He planned it before the founda- 
tions of the world were laid. He counted the 
cost and paid the price for our redemption .. . 
even the shed blood of His only begotten Son. 
Can we afford to be any less business-like in 
our support of the work which He has com- 
missioned us to do? : 


Closing Prayer 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the original 
McGUFFEY’S READERS has finally been located, and reprints 
of these grand old readers have now been completed. Each 
reader is custom made from the plates used in the 1879 edition 

same type and binding. You can now purchase exact copies 


of these famous readers at the following low prices: 


First Reader $2.26 Fourth Reader $3.25 
Second Reader .............82.50 Fifth Reader $3.60 
Third Reader ' $2.76 Sixth Reader $3.75 


We pay postage on all orders! ! ! 7 
OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-48 Rowan, lowa 


Say, Teenagers! 
By Wade C. Smith 


Teenagers, when an insurrectionary force gets 
into action its first effort is to seize the reins 
of the Government. This may be done by a 
march upon the capital, the seat of govern- 
ment, or it may be done by treachery, or by a 
coup detat, inside the capital itself. Many 
monarchies and republics, large and small, have 
collapsed in one of these ways. Iraq recently 
had to change governments overnight. When 
Paris was threatened by the German army the 
government offices were hurriedly transferred 
to Marseilles. It is a vital blow to any nation 
when its capital is taken by the enemy. 


Your arch enemy, Alcohol, makes its first 
assault upon the mental processes of the brain. 
Your brain is the seat of government of your 
personal empire. This is where the program 
of your day and your life is worked out. From 
this central place of control issue the orders. 
for the welfare of your body—to do this or not 
do that. So important is its safety that a strong 
armor of bone (the skull) surrounds it. It is 
more strongly guarded against physical hurt 
than any other part of your body. But through 
treachery it can be attacked from the inside. 


Attached to this fortress, or palace, of the 


brain are a number of guards, but there are 


two in particular — the most important: the 


eye and the hand — an inside guard and an 


outside guard. The eye keeps watch from its 
well protected porthole and directs the hand 


_ when to guard and when to strike. If by treach- 


ery or by cunning these two be drawn into 
the enemy’s service the fortress is taken and 
the government falls. Thus in the case of 
strong drink God’s Word points to the first 
danger, when the eye commits the folly of “look- 
ing upon the wine when it is red.” ‘The 
“redness” of the wine is its promise of pleas- 
ant sensations. And by the desire for pleasant 
sensations the other servant, the hand, is per- 
suaded to lift the glass to the lips. Once into 
the stomach, the alcohol finds its way unhin- 
dered, to the brain, the seat of government, 
and takes away its power to make right de- 
cisions. After that, the overthrow of the gov- 


KING COLLEGE 


san... Co-educational ... Founded 1867 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. One 
hundred forty-five acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. 
Board, room, and tuition, $947.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 

R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 


Summer Session. 
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ernment is easily accomplished. The reins of 
control are seized and the “palace” is in the 
hands of the enemy. 


What a pity these two vital servants, in a 
moment of folly, should have yielded themselves 
to the work of the destroyer! This sort of 
trickery began in the Garden of Eden when 
Satan persuaded Eve to look upon the forbid- 
den fruit, making her the attractive offer that 
her eyes “should be opened.” “And when 
she saw that the tree was good for food, and 
pleasant to the eyes, she took (with her hand) 
of the fruit thereof and did eat, and gave also 
to her husband, and he did eat” (Gen. 3:6) 


Shakespeare wrote: “Oh that men would put 
an enemy in their mouths to steal away their 
brains!’” He was referring to liquor. Liquor 


has always been an enemy to the race. It is 
one enemy subtle enough to capture the in- 
telligent as well as the stupid, and this is 
the explanation: it attacks the brain and de. 
stroys the reasoning power. That is one reason 
why statesmen and lawmakers, intelligent and 
fine, go astray on the liquor question. 


_What’s the good of cultivating that splendid 
brain and storing it with knowledge — what’s 
the good of building a strong body — if the 
seat of government is going to be turned over 
to the enemy and fill a drunkard’s grave? Ask 
God to help you guard those two servants, the 
eye and the hand, and you will not lift liquor 
to your lips. The fortress of your judgment 
will not fall on account of drink, and your 
soul will work out its destiny in soberness and 
wisdom. | 


Bible Study for 
Circle Bible Leaders on “The 
Church in the New Testament’ 


Prepared by Morton H. Smith, Professor of Bible, 


Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss. 
LESSON 12: A LOVING CHURCH 


Introduction 


The ultimate cause of the plan of salvation 
is rooted in the Sovereign Grace, or love of 
God, for sinners. It was a love of infinite qual- 
ity that would cause the Holy God to send His 
Holy Son to die for sinful, hell-deserving crea- 
tures. “But God commendeth His love toward 
us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us” (Rom. 5:8). Since it is true that 
the very existence of the Church stems from 
the love of God for us and from His sovereign 
grace bestowed upon sinners in Christ, it is 
entirely proper that we should study the love 
of the Church as the final lesson of this series. 
In our study we shall consider two basic pas- 
sages of Scripture dealing with this great sub- 
ject. The first deals more directly with the 
love of God and its manifestation to us, and 
the second gives us a description of human 
love. 


I. ‘TREATMENT OF I JOHN 3:1-3,11; 4:7-21. 


In this epistle John is writing that his readers 
might know the joy of the Christian faith, and 
that they might have assurance of their salva- 
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tion (1:4; 5:13). In this particular section he 
is developing the practical side of the believer's 
life. He indicates that it should be a life of. 
love, and that love for our neighbor is in reality 
a test of our sincere love for God. 


In I John 3:1-3 the Apostle opens with an 
exclamation concerning the greatness of God's 
love toward every Christian. “Behold, what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the children of 
God; and such we are.” It is significant to 
see that John does not consider this relation- 
ship to be the common right of all men by vir- 
tue of their creation by God. Man in his fall 
and rebellion against God has forfeited this 
right. Rather it is a thing of amazement to 
the Apostle to realize that God has again be- 
stowed this privilege upon sinful man. Notice 
also that the Apostle saw this to have been the 
result of the great love of God. It is in the 
next chapter that he expands on the nature of 
this love and its manifestation. 


Actually, the great treatment of love as given 
by the Apostle grows out of his exhortation to 
Christians to love one another (4:7). To en- 
force this exhortation he points out the fact 
that love itself comes from God. If this is true, 
as it is, then the manifestation of love among 
men is a practical sign showing that we know 
God. John then states the reverse, namely, that 
if we do not love we cannot know God, for 
“God is love.” Thus he is teaching that the 
ultimate source of love is to be found in God 
Himself, who in His very nature is love. 


In order to indicate the greatness of the 
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love of God, John turns next to the manifesta- 
tion of that love in the plan of salvation. He 
has demonstrated His true love in the sending 
of His Son, who was Holy and without blemish, 
to die for our sins. That is, He who knew no 
sin, came to pay the price for our sins, by 
being made sin, and undergoing the awful wrath 
and curse of God, even the pains of hell itself. 
How little do we really comprehend of that 
sacrifice and of what it meant to Him! 


When we see the description that God’s own 
Word gives of us, we can only wonder that 
the Living God of the universe would deign 
to consider us, much less love us and send 


His only begotten Son to pay that terrible pen- 


alty for us. (See Romans 3:10-20). Scott’s Bible 
comments thus on this passage: ‘‘None of our 
words or thoughts can do justice to such a 
gratuitous, abundant, astonishing love of a 
holy God toward sinners; to whom He owed 
nothing; who could not profit or harm Him; 
who He might justly have crushed in a mo- 
ment; who were most decisively shown to be 
deserving of His tremendous vengeance, in 
the very method by which they were saved; and 
when He could by His omnipotent word, have 
created countless worlds, replenished with far 
more exalted beings, if He had seen good.” 


John makes it quite clear that this love was 
not based upon our having first loved Him. 
No, there was nothing in us to make us de- 
sirable to Him. “Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (vs. 10). 


John goes on to point out that none of us 
have ever seen God, yet if we find in our hearts 
love for others, then this is evidence that God 
abides in us, for true love can only come from 
God, the source of love. The fact that He 
does abide in us is known because He has prom- 
ised in His Word to give us His Spirit. How 
can we know if His Spirit indwells us? Do we 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God? If so, 
this comes only by the regeneration of the 
Holy Spirit. This is not to say that men may 
not confess the deity of Christ by their mouths, 
while not believing in their hearts, without 


the Holy Spirit. Rather it means that only 


the regenerated heart can truly acknowledge 
His deity, and thus His Saviourhood and Lord- 
ship. A further test of whether we have the 
true and perfect love of God in our hearts 
is seen in connection with our attitude toward 
the final judgment. “Herein is love made per- 
fect with us, that we may have boldness in the 
day of judgment . . . There is no fear in love; 
perfect love casteth out fear” (4:17-18). Do 
we have the seeds of God’s perfect love in our 
hearts, then how do we feel toward the coming 
judgment? If we know and love Christ as our 
Saviour, we need have no fear of Him as our 
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Judge, for we know that He has already mani- 
fested His infinite love for us in His death 
for us. In fact, as John says, “We love, because 
He first loved us” (vs. 19). That is, if we 
find that we love Him, it is only because He 
has already loved us and planted in our hearts 
the seed of love. John concludes the passage 
by a return to the original exhortation, that we 
ought to love one another. He again points 
out that this is a sign of whether or not we 
love God. 


II. ‘TREATMENT OF I Cor. 13:4-8a. 


For a description of the love that Christians 
ought to manifest in their lives, let us turn 
to I Cor. 13. The context of this chapter is a 
discussion of the various spiritual gifts. The 
Corinthians seem to have placed special value 
on those gifts that could be used with much 
public show, such as, tongues, healing, prophecy, 
etc. Paul in this chapter reminds them of the 


_ true spiritual attitude that they should prize 


above all else. This is an attitude of love. In 
effect he says that no matter what gifts you 
may have and use, if it is done in a spirit of 
selfishness, the opposite to love, then it is done 
in vain. 


Verses 4-8a describe the various character- 
istics of love. Henry Drummond in his classical 
work, The Greatest Thing in the World, has 
many suggestive thoughts concerning this chap- 
ter. We shall follow his treatment in the re- 
mainder of this lesson. He sees love as being 


’ passed through a prism and forming a spectrum 


of nine different ingredients. 


A. Patience—‘Love suffereth long.’ Patience 
is love in the passive attitude, waiting to act, 
and while waiting it is an ornament of a quiet 
and meek spirit. 


B. Kindness—“And is kind.” This is love in 
action, seeking to convey happiness to others. 
How easy to be kind. How instantaneous it 
acts. How infallibly it is remembered. 


C. Generosity—“Love envieth not.” Envy in- 
volves feelings of ill will toward others. How 
we as Christians need to cultivate an attitude 
of generosity, of love toward others, and to do 
away with envy. 


D. Humility—‘“Love vaunteth not itself, is 
not puffed up.” True humility should be char- 
acteristic of every Christian life. It certainly 
was characteristic of the life of our Saviour. 
True humility does not seek to do things for 
self-praise, but rather is an attitude of self- 
forgetfulness. | 


E. Courtesy—‘‘Love doth not behave itself 


unseemly.’”’ Courtesy is love in society, love in 


the little things. The gentleman or woman is 


PAGE 17 


: 

on 

at’s 

he | 

he 

nt 

yur 

nd 

he 

r’s 

of 

ty 

in 

l’s 

at 

of 

O 

n- 

T- 

ll 

iS 

O 

e 

e 

e 

of 

n 

t 

4 

t 

r 

| 


one who shows courtesy in whatever walk of 
life he may find himself. In this day of hustle 
and bustle we need to cultivate courtesy, and 
not to behave ourselves unseemly. 


F. Unselfishness—“Seeketh not her own.” . 


Love is not then a seeking to maintain our own 
rights, it is not even the giving up of rights, 
it is the ignoring of self and becoming con- 
cerned for the needs of others. This was the 
example of Christ in the incarnation. (See 
Phil. 2:5-11). Happiness is not so much in 
getting as in giving. It is more blessed to give 
than to receive. 


G. Good temper—‘Love is not easily pro- 
voked.” How often it is that we condone a 
bad temper, and yet God’s Word condemns it. 
We need to learn to control our tempers, but 
this we cannot do in our own strength. Only 
Christ, by His Spirit, can change our hearts, 
but thanks be unto God He can and does 
change those who trust in Him. 


H. Guilelessness—‘‘Love thinketh no evil.” 
The root of our sin lies in our sinful hearts. 
Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount taught very 
clearly that we sin when we think upon sinful 
things, with a desire to do them. It is impos- 
sible that man could change himself, but again 
in the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit we 
are made new creatures in Christ, and day by 
day He is sanctifying us, and so we should be 
growing daily in this practice of thinking no 
evil. 


I. Sincerity—‘‘Love rejoiceth not in iniquity, 
but rejoiceth in the truth.” Love is pure, and 
thus takes no delight in sin. Rather, since it 
is the gift of God, and since God is the source 
of all truth, true love seeks after and rejoices 
in the truth. A most practical implication of 
this aspect of love is that those who truly love 
their neighbor will not be guilty of listening 
to or passing on gossip. 


May God enable each one of us first of all 
to love Him in Christ Jesus, and then may He 
enable us to love our fellowmen with the kind 
of love that His Word sets forth for us to have. 


Board of Women’s Work To 
Build New Montreat “Home” 
Atlanta, Ga. — (PN) — The Board of Women’s 


Work of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., is plan- 


ning to move ahead with its project of building 

a new Montreat “home” for the Women of the 

Church. The project, for several years in develop- 

ment stages, was given Board approval when the 

— held its fall meeting, October 14-16, in 
tlanta. 


Approval was given to, plans for building a 
Women’s Pavilion, if financing of the new build- 
ing proves to be possible. 
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Estimated cost of the building and its equip- 
ment, following plans already drawn, will be 
just short of $50,000. The Board directed its 
Montreat Properties Committee to make every 
effort to hold costs down, and to accept sealed 
competitive bids for the work. Materials to be 
used in the building will be of a nature to blend 
with the setting and style at Montreat, and with 
an eye turned not only to beayty but atse to 
permanence and low maintenance/ costs. 


The Mountain Retreat Association has voted 
to give the Board the deedfor the lot on which 
the Winnsborough Building now stands. As soon 
as resurveying of the lot is complete so that the 
deed can be executed to the Board of Women’s 
Work, wrecking of the old Winnsborough Building 
(or Pavilion) will begin. 


The Board expressed) its desire that it be under- 
stood that the Women jof the Church do not want 
to retain exclusive rights to the use of the pro- 
posed building, but will encourage its use by 
other Christian groups for the furtherance of 
the Lord’s work. The Board adopted a resolution 
stating: “‘Be it resolved that the Board of W 


In a full day during thé last day of its meeting, 
under the guidance of Chairman Mrs. Morrell 
DeReign, the Board heard and adopted reports 
from its several committees, including: Business 
and Finance, Editorial, Leadership Education( Pro- 
gram, and Executive Committees; and receive < 
ports from its Executive Secretary, Mrs. L. M. 
McCutchen; from its Treasurer, Miss Mary Quidor; 
and from the Staff Council. : 


From the Business and Finance Committee’s re- 
port the Board adopted a proposal to appropriate 
$500 for assisting in bringing women delegates of 
the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches in other 
countries to the meeting of the Presbyterian World 
Alliance in Campinas, Brazil, next July. The Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., will have 20 delegates to 
that meeting, including representatives of the mis- 
sionaries to Brazil, ministers from the home 
Church, and representatives of the Men’s and 
Women’s groups in the home Church. Of the 20 
our Church is sending, five will be women. The 
Presbyterian, U. S., Women’s Board is concerned 
for the lack of funds for sending any delegates 
from Churches, especially women delegates, in 
some of the foreign countries, and feels that this 
aid will be of great use in helping a woman dele- 
gate from these places to share in the important 
ecumenical work of the Churches throughout the 
world which share the Presbyterian order. | 


Of- special interest from the Leadership Educa- 
tion Committee was the plan to develop two new 
areas in training for responsible membership. One 
area will be in training conferences on local, or 
district levels, which will not necessarily meet the 
formal standards for credit Training Classes, but 
will help meet the needs of women who cannot 


spend the time away from home required for the 


credit courses. The other area of development 
will be through caravan-type teams to visit local 
churches to share in the progress of leadership 
training methods and ideas. : i 


From the Executive Committee, and a report 
by Miss Annie Tait Jenkins, the Board heard the 
progress of plans for a history on the Church’s 
Women’s Work, which is to be written by Miss 
Janie W. McGaughey, retired former executive 
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secretary of the Board. Miss 
Jenkins is setting up his- 
torical files for the use of 
the author in her work. 


The Board also voted that 
in view of the results of 
consultations with the Wom- 
en’s Advisory Council in 
Montreat this summer, and 
the opinions expressed at 
the Women’s Conference, it 
would adopt the proposal of 
the Staff Council for the 
changing of the Women of 
the Church work year. This 
change would begin the year 
at October 1, and end it at 
September 30, effective 
1960. This would enable 
officers elected at spring 
meetings to special 
training through the sum- 
mer before beginning the 
work year in office in the 
fall. The plan has_ been 
much considered by the 
Board and will be further 
discussed in all its ramifi- 


cations with the Women’s | 


Advisory Council in January, 
so that the Board may ob- 
tain advisement on any ex- 
tensions or changes in the 
plan. | 


The Board gave special 
thanks to its chairman, Mrs. 
DeReign, for her leadership, 
and sent a_ special greeting 
Dr. Stuart R. Oglesby, 
who could not attend the 
meeting due to a recent ill- 
ness. 


_ The Board will hold its 
next session at the regular 
mid-winter meeting on Jan- 
uary 14-16, 1959. 


NUMBER TEN OF A SERIES 


~Remember 
Your 
Orphanage 
at the 
Thanksgiving 


Season 


Make a 
Liberal 
Donation 


Should I 
Revise My Will? 


= 


~ 


MAN TO LAWYER: It seems to me that the sy ay ~<a when I should 


revise my will. My estate is now larger than when you 
wrote my will ten years ago. My children are now well 
established and do not need my help so much. Besides, 


I want to do something worthwhile that will outlast me. 


Lawyer To Man: You certainly are doing right in revising your will. No 


estate should ever be considered final as long as you 
live, since conditions change. If your loved ones are no 
longer dependent on you, it is a great idea to plan to 
do something of far-reaching usefulness. Why not con- 
sider putting a Presbyterian educational institution in 
your will? They are well-managed, useful, character- 
building institutions. If you have a vision of a better, 
more Christian world for your grandchildren—and their 
grandchildren—there is no surer way to help achieve it 
than by strengthening and developing a church college. 


OUR PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGES AND SEMINARIES 


SENIOR COLLEGES King Queens 
Agnes Scott Davidson Mary Baldwin Southwestern 
Arkansas Davis and Elkins Montreat Stillman 
Austin Hampden-Sydney Presbyterian Westminster 
Belhaven Consolidated Presbyterian College of North Carolina 
Centre Flora Macdonald, Peace, Presbyterian Junior 


JUNIOR COLLEGES Schsciner lnstitate 


Lees Junior Lees-McRae Mitchell School of the Ozarks 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES AND TRAINING SCHOOL 
Austin | Columbia Louisville Union 


General Assembly’s Training School for Lay Workers 


COMMITTEE ON 
BEQUESTS AND DEFERRED GIFTS 


NOVEMBER 5, 1958 


“The will of every Christian 
should be a will that 
the law courts will not annul 
ang that the Court of Heaven 


will approve as wise and good.” 


FOR PRESBYTERIAN 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS | 

for additional information write to 

Board of Christian Education (BEQUESTS) 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. 

Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
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Fiftieth Annual Meeting 
Women of the Church 
Presbytery of Central Mississippi 
Synod of Mississippi 


The Fiftieth Annual Meeting was held in the First 
Presbyterian Church in Kosciusko, Mississippi 
where it was first organized fifty years ago, on 
Oct. 14 and 15, 1958. 


There were 207 delegates attending from the 
62 churches in Central Mississippi Presbytery 
which speaks for the love, willingness and tabor 
in the continued witnessing of the salvation of 
our Lord thru’ Jesus Christ in family, church, 
and community effort by this body of women. 


Mrs. Stewart and Mrs. Woodward gave a report 
of the Organizational meeting held Jan. 31, 1909, 
when it was first called the Presbyterian Union. 
Mrs. Stewart compared the mode and time of 
travel used by the eighteen (18) delegates in 1909 
getting to Kosciusko to the present used by the 
207 Women attending. Mrs. Stewart was a house 
guest of the Jacksons during the meeting. The 
thoughts and prayers and hopes of the honored 
guests will be an inspiring reminder in the coming 
ey to continued effort in the service of our 

ord. 


Mrs. John Ashcraft of Greenwood, Presbyterial 
President, presided during the two day session. 
She was assisted in arrangements by Mrs. D. E. 
Crawley, Jr., President, and all the Women of 


the Church of the Kosciusko Presbyterian Church. 


Dr. Paul Freeland of Nashville, Secretary of 
the Department of Overseas Relief and Inter- 
Church Aid, Board of World Missions, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., gave an awakening address on the 
needs of the peoples all over the mission field. 
Dr. Freeland encouraged each delegate to express 
the needs in our local churches to gather clothes 
for the Share the Surplus Plan and Children’s 


Rural Overseas Program, as well as financial aid. 


He emphasized that each dollar contributed sends 
456 pounds of food to the destitute areas. 


Mrs. John Eakes of Jackson, Synodical Presi- 
dent, installed the newly elected officers for the 
coming year. 


Mrs. Tom Hendrix, Yazoo City, was elected 
Presbyterial President; Mrs. C. T. Bodwell, Yazoo 
City, Corresponding Secretary; Mrs. G. Roland 
Sims, Jackson, Spiritual Growth; Mrs. Emmett 
Ward, Vicksburg, Stewardship Chairman; Mrs. 
A. C. Miller, Jackson, Christian Education Chair- 
man; Mrs. Edwin White, Lexington, Chairman of 
the Durant District; and Mrs. R. E. Hemphill, 
Pickens, Chairman of the Canton District. 


The Durant Women of the Church presented | 

a Fashion Show of styles worn Fifty Years ago 
x Bie the delicious dinner served by the Kosciusko 
women. 


Rev. E. L. Jackson, Minister of the Host Church 
and Mrs. D. E. Crawley, Jr., President of the 
Kosciusko Women of the Church deserve our many 
thanks for their generous hospitality during the 
two day session. 


CORRECTION 


In the item on Official Delegates to represent 
our Presbyterian Church U.S. at the meeting of 
the World Presbyterian Alliance in Brazil next 
year (Journal Oct. 15, Pg. 21) we regret that 
the following names were left out: Dr. Felix 
Gear, Decatur, Ga., principal; Dr. J. McDowell 
Richards, Decatur, Ga., Alternate. 


Dr. J poe I. McCord New 
President Princeton Seminary 


Austin, Tex., — (PN) — Dr. James I. McCord, 
dean of the Austin Presbyterian Theological Semi- 
nary here, has been elected president of Princeton 
Theological Seminary, Princeton, N. J 


He succeeds Dr. John A. Mackay, president of 
the Princeton Seminary for 22 years, when Dr. 
Mackay retires in the fall of 1959. Dr. McCord was 
elected by the seminary’s Board of Trustees, and 
the announcement of his election was made by 
Dr. Peter K. Emmons, board president. 


The Princeton Seminary, operated by the re- 
cently merged United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
has an enrollment of approximately 500 ‘students 
from-all. parts of the world. The election of Dr. 
McCord must be confirmed by the General Assem- 
bly of the United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
in May of 1959. 
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Dr. McCord, 38, was born in Rusk, Tex., was 
ordained in the Presbyterian Church, U.S., and 
is a member of Brazos Presbytery. He has served 
pastorates in Llano, and Austin, Tex., and Man- 


chester, N. H. He has been dean and professor 


of systematic theology at Austin Seminary since 
he was 24 years old. 


He is chairman of the North American Area 
Council of the World Presbyterian Alliance, a 
member of the executive committee of the Alliance, 
and chairman of the North American Council’s 
committee on theology. He _ represented _ the 
Southern Presbyterian Church at the 16th General 
Council of the World Presbyterian Alliance in 
1948, and the 17th General Council in 1954, as 
well as the meeting of the World Council of 
Churches in Amsterdam in 1948. He has also 
traveled extensively in Great Britain, the Nether- 
lands, Canada, Czechoslovakia and South America, — 
in teaching and lecturing. In 1956 he was visiting 
professor at the Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
of the South at Campinas, Brazil. 


Dr. McCord recently concluded a leave of 
absence in Geneva, Switzerland, helping to edit 
for publication the sermons of John Calvin. 


He is a graduate of Austin College, Sherman, 
Tex., where he received the Stephen F. Austin 
Fellowship in History. He attended Union Semi- 
nary in Richmond, Va., and earned his B.D. degree 
at Austin Seminary. At the University of Texas 
in Austin, he was twice the Chas. Oldwright Fel- 
low in Philosophy, and earned his M. A. degree 
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there. He did graduate study at Harvard Uni- 
versity as the Henry B. Rogers Fellow in Philoso- 
phy. Dr. McCord also holds a Doctor of Theology 
degree from the University of Geneva, and a 
Doctor of Sacred Theology degree from the Knox 


College in Toronto, Canada. 


He is married to the former Hazel Thompson 
of Sherman, Texas, and they have three children, 
Vincent 14, Allison who is 12, and Marcia, 11. 


Dr. McCord said, “It is very difficult to think 
of leaving this area where I was born and reared, 
but without being pious I can say I think it is 
my duty to go. I am tremendously interested in 
the rm of the confessional seminary in this 
world.’ 


Dr. McCord feels that theological education now © 


offers a new challenge because it is in a “state 
of healthy ferment,’’ and that, “we now have our 
best opportunity to re-think all of our concepts 
of theological education since the Reformation.’ 


Dr. McCord listed these factors as among those 
presenting this challenge: 


1. We are now reevaluating education at all 


levels. 


2. All the disciplines of recent years, such as 
psychology and sociology, should be brought to 
bear on theological problems. 


3. The status of the ecumenical movement. 


4. The revival of interest in Biblical theology 
in our time. 


The last factor he explained as “an attempt 
to get behind the traditions to the beginning— 
which is Christ Himself. Let the Bible speak with 
a freedom it has not always had.” 


Judge Sibley Dies 


Atlanta, Ga. — (PN) — Former Moderator of 
the General Assembly, Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
and retired Federal Judge, Samuel Hale Sibley of 
Marietta, Ga., died October 13 in Kennestone Hos- 
pital after an extended illness. He was 865. 


When he was elected Moderator of the General 
Assembly at Montreat in 1934, he was the sixth 
of only eleven laymen who have been elected to 
that office. The present Moderator, Philip Hower- 
ton of Charlotte, N. C., is the eleventh. 


Judge Sibley, who retired from the U. S. Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals in 1949, had been in 
declining health since May 1957, when he suf- 
fered a stroke while working in a _ strawberry 
patch at his home. | . 


-_He-was born in Union Point on July 12, 1873, 
and began his bench career as a judge of Green 
County court in 1905. He was named a U. S. 
district judge in 1917 by President Wilson, and 
was elevated to the Court of Appeals by President 
Hoover in 1931. — 


Judge Sibley was a member of the Marietta 
First Presbyterian Church, and had served as an 
elder for more than 40 years. The Judge Sibley 
Sunday School Class at that church was a 30-year 
institution. 


Widely acclaimed as one of the finest jurists 
ever produced in Georgia, and the recipient of 
many honors, Judge Sibley was honored in June 
of 1952 at “homecoming” ceremonies in Greens- 
boro, when the Lions Club awarded him their 
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from 
MAIL BASKET 


Here at Scripture Press we are seeing ® 
evidence that many young people ¢ 
will respond the first time they really 
understand the Gospel. That’s why e 
it’s so important to present the Gospel @ | 
in the form they can easily grasp and 
apply to daily living. a 
Here’s a letter we received recently 
from Linda, age 11, Washington: * 
‘Sunday I got my first issue of My ® 
Counsellor. I enjoy it very much. ~ 
After reading it, I asked Christ into 
my heart. I have been gathering up 
all the booklets on Christ that I @ 
could. I read in the back of My ® 
Counsellor where to send for some ® 
helpful literature. I have had much 
more fun in life since I received ¢ 
Christ.”” 
Your eleven-year-olds don’t usually ® 
talk in theological terms . . = but ® 
they can tell the difference when $ 
Christ comes in. 
Presenting the blessed Gospel of @ 
Christ and His power to save is the ® 
aim of Scripture Press’ ““Take- 
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citation for “distinguished service rendered to the 
State of Georgia.”’ 


He was married in 1897 to the former Florence 
Weldon Hart, and is survived by their children: 
Florence W. Sibley of Marietta, Mrs. W. C. Flem- 
ing of Augusta, and William H. Sibley of Atlanta, 
plus five grandchildren and six great-grandchil- 
ire and his sister, Mrs. Harold Lamb of Union 

oint. 


ARKANSAS 


Hot Springs — On October 19th, Trinity Pres- 
byterian Church in Hot Springs, Arkansas, was 
filled with an appreciative congregation, who wit- 
nessed the installation of E. Frank Lothery, as 
Pastor. The Commission of the Presbytery in- 
cluded ministers: Maynard M. Miller of the Orange 
Street Church, who presided and propounded the 
constitutional questions; Martin R. Wilkinson, of 
Malvern First Church, who delivered a very fine 
sermon on the subject: The Church and Its Mem- 
bers, using Ephesians 4, with special emphasis 
on verses 11-16. Glenn Willard, Pastor of High- 
land Church, read the scripture and offered the 
pastoral prayer; James A. Mitchell, Superintendent 
of Home Missions in Ouachita Presbytery, charged 
the Pastor; and Mr. Crandall Lotz, Elder of First 
Church, Hot Springs, charged the congregation. 


The church was beautifully decorated with 
flowers, as if for a wedding, which in truth it 
was, for both the minister and the congregation 
said “I Do” to the questions which bound them 
together as Pastor and Congregation. 


The people of Trinity are a very fine group, 
and there is every indication that Mr. Lothery 
should have a very enjoyable pastorate. 


MISSISSIPPI 


Jackson — Three cash prizes for creative writ- 
ing are being inaugurated this year by the Eerd- 
man’s Publishing Co. of Grand Rapids, Mich., for 
students at Belhaven College. 


Three Belhaven students will receive the awards 
for manuscripts in the fields of fiction, drama, 
poetry, or literary criticism. Any student from 
all four classes will be eligible to submit manu- 
scripts for the competition. 


Eerdman’s purpose in giving the awards is to 
further the interest of young Christians in writ- 
ing. The company is primarily a religious pub- 
lishing house. The firm is beginning its creative 
writing awards at Belhaven this year in con- 
nection with the college’s Diamond Jubilee cele- 
bration, and expects to continue them annually. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Asheville — (PN) — The Westminster Presby- 
terian Church with approximately one hundred 
members was organized on October 26 under 
the sponsorship of the Church Extension Commit- 
tee of Asheville Presbytery, and the leadership of 
Rev. B. Blake Breitenhirt as minister. 


The church is the result of several years of 
planning by the Church Extension committee, a 
survey made by Miss Bessie May Stribling, Sun- 
day school extension worker of the Synod of Ap- 
palachia, an urban survey by Mr. Hal Hyde, sec- 
retary of Urban Work for the Board of Church 
Extension, and the work of Mr. Breitenhirt since 
he arrived in August of 1958. 


The first service in the Haw Creek-Beverly Hills 
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area, just east of Asheville, was held on the first 
Sunday in September with an attendance of ap- 
proximately 90. The first petition for organiza- 
tion was circulated on World Wide Communion 
Sunday, October 5. The full list of charter mem- 
bers will include all those persons who unite with 
the church prior to the completion of the work of 
the Commission. 


Asheville Presbytery received the petition at 
the October meeting in Murphy and appointed Dr. 
R. E. McClure, Executive Secretary of the Pres- 
bytery, as Chairman, Rev. Thomas Sproule of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Asheville, to preach 
the sermon, Rev. Robert L. Torrence and Rev. G. 
Bird Talbot, members of the Church Extension 
Committee, and Ruling Elders, R. R. Williams of 
the First Presbyterian Church and J. J. Stone of 
the Kenilworth Presbyterian Church. 


The Commission met for the initial organiza- 
tion, and at that time officers were elected. The 
Commission adjourned to meet at a later date 
to ordain and install the officers and to receive 
any further individuals who wish to be enrolled 
as charter members. This is the 36th church on 
the rolls of Asheville Presbytery. 


CONCORD PRESBYTERY 


Marion, North Carolina — Meeting at the First 
Presbyterian Church, Marion, Concord Presbytery 
elected as Moderator-Nominee, Rev. Joseph H. 
Armfield, Jr., pastor of the United Presbyterian 
Church, Woodleaf. Presbytery transferred title, 
property and assets of Mitchell College to the 
Mitchell College Foundation, Inc., Statesville. A 
stirring missionary address was delivered by Rev. 
Joseph B. Hopper, Chunju, Korea. The Presby- 
tery gave its consent to recommendations of the — 
General Assembly of 1958 which, if approved by 
the necessary number of Presbyteries and the 
General Assembly, will change the Confession of 
Faith and Book of Church Order in regard to 
marriage and divorce. The proposed amendments 
to the Confession of Faith include a statement 
that, “It is the Divine Intention that persons en- 
tering the marriage covenant become inseparably 
united, thus allowing for no dissolution save that 
caused by the death of either husband or wife.” 


It declares that “Only in cases of extreme, un- 


repented-of and_ irremediable  unfaithfulness 
(physical or spiritual) should separation or divorce 
be considered.” It further declares that “The 
remarriage of divorced persons may be sanctioned 
by the Church in keeping with the redemptive 
Gospel of Christ, when sufficient penitence for 
sin and failure is evident, and a firm purpose of 
and endeavor after Christian marriage is mani- 
fested.”’ 


Tryon — Rev. Joe Wagner has announced his 
resignation as pastor of the Tryon church (Kings 
Mt. Presbytery), effective December 1. He has 
served the Tryon church since ordination in July, 
1952. A native of Cleveland, Tennessee, Mr. Wag- 
ner graduated from Columbia Seminary. 


During his ministry in Tryon 115 members were 
received into the church. Twelve adults were bap- 
tized, and twenty-seven children received the sac- 
rament of infant baptism. The new $180,000 
Presbyterian Church in Tryon was dedicated on 
October 12. 


Mr. Wagner has accepted the call of the Have- 
leck church in Wilmington Presbytery. This is 
the church that serves the Presbyterians stationed 
at the Cherry Point Marine Air Base. | 
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“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
‘THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY COURTESY HONEST VALUES” 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 
J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Moar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Moar.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Clinton, 5. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, 8S. C. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 


Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, 8. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, 8. C. 


T. R. Martin, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. | 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Mar.-Prop. 


| Belk-Simpson Co. 


Abbeville, C. 
J. S. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 


C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mgor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 


Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Moar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 


T. L. Beckham, Maor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Elmo Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 


J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 
OHIO 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Athens, Ohio 

Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 
MISSOURI 

Belk-Simpson Co. 


Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


THE SIMPSON SUPERVISED GROUP 


NOVEMBER 5. 1958 
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